Balrothery Knights triumph in the Valley
Rivervalley in Swords was the venue for the first of two semi-final encounters between two well represented schools from North County Dublin. Naomh Mearnog met Balrothery N.S. in the Dublin schools GAA football semi-final. There was great excitement as parents and teachers gathered and watched Mr. Callaghan and Ms. O’Mahony run through several drills in preparation for the game. The young warriors from Balrothery N.S, school of former Dublin captain and ‘All Ireland’ medal winner John O’Leary, set the pace from the start. 
From the throw in, Niall Gavin presented Tom Downes with a nice breaking ball which was sent into the Balrothery full forward line. The first ten to fifteen minutes showed the might of the Balrothery knights who bombarded the opposition, one attack after another with scores tallying seven goals and thirteen points from Tom Downes, Gareth Sweeney, Fionn Hand, Fiachra Cassin and Ross Staunton. Fiachra Cassin's speed and quick change of direction provided Conor McKenna and Tom Downes with great scoring opportunities. 
Naomh Mearnog appeared to be unsettled particularly when they won the ball in midfield only to be met by a fearless and dominant centre half of Stephen Sharpe who prevented several attacks. Darragh Mathews put in some fine block downs and near hand tackles when attack switched to the right hand side. The full back line up of Cormac O’Byrne and Daniel Hughes provided the necessary fortress to restrict Naomh Mearnogs tally of goals to just two. Balrothery made some changes to counteract and replace some tired and injured legs. Ciaran Morrison came in for Darragh Mathews. Tom Downes made way for Liam Halligan who took up the roll of Ross Staunton. Ross slipped back into half forward. Oisin McDonald came in for Gareth Sweeney and added another goal score from a nice cross in from Fionn Hand.
O’Dwyers u12 mentors Niall Mathews and Ciaran McDonald attended the game along with club GPO Barry Mullane who was delighted with the result for the school and the large number of players who represent O’Dwyers GAA. “There is a very unique bond between this group of young players and we wish them every success in the final”. said Barry Mullane.
